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UM’S EOS EDUCATION PROJECT HOSTS 
SUCCESSFUL TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE
MISSOULA —
The Earth Observing System Education Project at The University of Montana hosted a 
successful gathering of government, business and education leaders Aug. 2-6 during its kickoff 
conference. The event was called the Big Sky Education Technology Rendez-Vous.
Science educators from Ames Research Center’s Aerospace Educator Resources Program 
conducted daily Earth and space science workshops for Montana’s students and teachers. More 
than 270 students, along with their teachers, participated in a variety of hands-on activities 
conducted by the NASA education teams. Students were exposed to the science behind NASA’s 
ongoing Earth observing missions.
Simultaneously, an additional group of Montana teachers went through a weeklong 
GLOBE (Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment) workshop. These 
teachers were trained in the primary GLOBE science protocols, including hydrology, 
atmospherics, land cover biology and soil science. They also received two days of geographic 




A central focus of the conference was keynote presentations during the lunch hour. On 
Aug. 2 conference participants listened to Sens. Max Baucus and Conrad Burns express their 
support for the EOS Education Project. Burns was instrumental in securing funds for the creation 
of the EOS Training Center at UM.
“The EOS Project will put Montana on the cutting edge of technology and education,” 
Burns said. “We should look at this project as a model of the way technology will be integrated 
into education in the future.”
Following these presentations Kaplana Chawla addressed the audience from NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center. As a NASA astronaut, she has flown on a previous Shuttle mission and 
currently is preparing to return to space for construction of the International Space Station.
On Tuesday NASA Administrator Dan Goldin discussed with teachers and students the 
importance of NASA’s Earth Science Enterprise’s EOS missions, including the Landsat 7 satellite 
and the soon-to-be-launched Terra satellite. Fielding numerous questions from students, Goldin 
highlighted the benefits of a strong relationship between NASA and Montana.
Steve Running, principal investigator for the EOS Training Center, followed Goldin, 
discussing his development of the Moderate-resolution Imagining Spectroradiometer sensor that 
will be part of the Terra satellite.
On Wednesday John “Grizz” Deal, CEO and president of LizardTech Inc., gave a spirited 
presentation of his company’s technology and how educators, scientists and businesspeople now 
are able to share large amounts of information in revolutionary ways with his company’s software. 
Deal announced the availability of 1,500 free digital cameras for teachers as a promotional
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venture, encouraging teachers to contact his Seattle-based company. LizardTech supports the 
EOS Education Project with software and training and will work as a design member for the 
project’s upcoming “Rediscovery of the Lewis and Clark Trail Project.”
Deal will return in October for an international GLOBE GIS symposium, which will be 
hosted by the EOS Education Project and the UM GLOBE franchise. Deal’s geospatial team will 
accompany him.
On Thursday the deputy director of the GLOBE program, Peggy Finarelli, provided an 
overview of the GLOBE program, noting the tremendous efforts of GLOBE teachers in Montana 
such as Jim Lane of Sheridan. Lane’s students were in the audience.
The EOS Education Project was formed to disseminate Earth system science imagery and 
supportive curricula to the global educational community. The department will distribute data 
obtained from NASA’s Earth Observing System, a series of satellites currently being launched. It 
also provides training for teachers interested in brining this information and innovative new 
technologies into the everyday classroom. The project is asking teachers and students around the 
world to participate in exploring Earth’s dynamic systems.
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